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SUBJECT UNEMPLOYMENT AND VACANCIES, FEBRUARY 1978 

SUMMARY - FIGURES RELEASED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF 
EMPLOYMENT ON FEBRUARY 2L SHOW THAT UNEMPLOYMENT FELL 
DURING THE LAST MONTH. ADULT UNEMPLOYMENT WAS DOWN TO 
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1.4 MILLION IN GREAT BRITAIN (1.46 MILLION IN THE UNITED 
KINGDOM). THE OVERALL NUMBER WITHOUT WORK WAS DOWN TO 
1.445 MILLION IN GREAT BRITAIN AND 1.509 MILLION IN THE 
UK. THESE TOTALS REPRESENT 6.2 PERCENT AND 6.3 PERCENT 
OF THE RESPECTIVE WORK FORCES. AFTER ALLOWING FOR 
SEASONAL ADJUSTMENTS, THE RATE OF UNEMPLOYMENT WAS 5.8 
PERCENT (1.35 MILLION) IN GREAT BRITAIN AND 5.9 PERCENT 
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(1.409 MILLION) IN THE UK. THE NUMBER OF NOTIFIED 
VACANCIES WAS ALSO UP ON THE PREVIOUS MONTH, TO A NEW 
ADJUSTED TOTAL OF 185,200 IN GREAT BRITAIN AND 187,000 
IN THE UK. THE FULL STATISTICS ARE CONTAINED IN THE 
ATTACHED TABLE. THE FIGURES WERE GREETED WITH RESTRAINED 
ENTHUSIASM IN GOVERNMENT CIRCLES, FOR WHILE THE CONTI 
NUING MARGINAL REDUCTION WAS WELCOME, EXPERIENCE OF THE 
WINTER OF 1976-77 SHOWED A SMALL DECLINE BEFORE A MORE 
RAPID INCREASE DURING THE SPRING AND SUMMER. END SUMMARY 

1 . THE UNEMPLOYMENT STATISTICS. RELEASED ON FEBRUARY 21, 
INDICATE THAT THE TREND OF CONTINUED SMALL' MONTHLY 
REDUCTIONS HAS BEEN MAINTAINED. THE ATTACHED TABLE 
GIVES THE FULL FIGURES FOR BOTH GREAT BRITAIN AND THE 
UNITED KINGDOM. THE FALL IN THE UK TOTAL IS THE FIFTH 
CONSECUTIVE REDUCTION. THE REACTION TO THE LATEST 
FIGURES IN GOVERNMENT CIRCLES WAS CAUTIOUS, HOWEVER. 

SINCE THE SLOWLY FALLING TOTAL DISGUISES SEVERAL 
CONTINUING PROBLEMS. THE UNEMPLOYMENT RATE FELL 
DURING LAST WINTER ONLY TO BE SUCCEEDED BY A RISE 
DURING THE SPRING AND SUMMER OF 1977. FURTHER, CURRENT 
OFFICIAL ESTIMATES SUGGEST THAT A CONTINUED FALL DURING 
1978 IS DEPENDENT ON A GROWTH RATE OF SOME 3 PERCENT - 

A RATE OF GROWTH THAT MAY WELL PROVE TO BE UNATTAINABLE. 

2. MORE CONFIDENCE CAN BE DRAWN FROM THE DATA RELATING 
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TO NOTIFIED VACANCIES WHICH ARE UP BY ALMOST 7,000 
AFTER SEASONAL ADJUSTMENT. THE TOTAL NUMBER OF VACANCIES 
IS NOW AT ITS HIGHEST LEVEL SINCE MARCH 1975. FURTHER 
ENCOURAGEMENT HAS BEEN DRAWN FROM THE FACT THAT 93 
PERCENT OF SCHOOL LEAVERS HAVE NOW FOUND EMPLOYMENT OR 
A PLACE ON A GOVERNMENT SCHEME. THIS PACKAGE OF MEASURE 
IS NOW ESTIMATED TO BE ASSISTING 320,000, AND KEEPING 
240,000 OFF THE UNEMPLOYMENT REGISTER. 

GREAT BRITAIN UNITED KINGDOM 
FEBRUARY CHANGE FEBRUARY CHANGE 

ADULT 

UNEMPLOYED 1,399,229 -28,033 1,458,973 -28,456 
SCHOOL 

LEAVERS 46,634 -10,791 49,701 -11,414 

TOTAL 

UNEMPLOYMENT 1,445,863 -38,824 1,508,674 -39,870 
TOTAL UNEMPLOY- 
MENT RATE 

(PERCENT) 6.2 -0.2 6.3 -0.2 

ADJUSTED ADULT 

UNEMPLOYMENT 1.350,200 -10,800 1,409,000 -10,250 
ADJUSTED ADULT 
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UNEMPLOYMENT 
RATE (PERCENT) 5.8 - 5.9 

VACANCIES 189,034 PLUS 14,985 181,300 PLUS 15,1 
ADJUSTED VACAN- 
CIES 185,200 PLUS 8,900 187,000 PLUS 6,700 

BREWSTER 
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